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SECTION A

FOUNDATIONS (S.1-S.2)

Geography - Origins - Clans - Pre-Colonial Governance

CHAPTER 1: THE LAND AND PEOPLE OF BUSOGA

SOURCE FRAMEWORK
Primary: Y.K. Lubogo Chapter 1; Langlands (1975); UBOS (2023)
Theory: Physical geography; Human geography; Environmental history

$= LEARNING OUTCOMES — By the end of this chapter you will:

- Describe the geographic boundaries and features of Busoga
Explain how geography shaped Busoga's history and culture
Name and locate all eleven districts with key features
Analyse the impact of colonial boundary changes on Busoga

1.1 Geographic Position and Natural Boundaries

Busoga occupies approximately 8,500 square kilometres in eastern Uganda, within the East
African interlacustrine zone. The sub-region is defined by four major water boundaries: the
Victoria Nile (west), Lake Victoria/Nalubaale (south, ~68,800 km? — Africa's largest lake), the
River Mpologoma (east), and Lake Kyoga (north). This near-complete water encirclement
created natural defensive advantages, shaped trade networks, and profoundly influenced the
spiritual imagination and livelihood strategies of the Basoga people.

Y.K. Lubogo opens his History with precision: the Basoga understood their territory as a defined,
complete, and bounded region with clear ancestral rights — not merely an administrative unit
imposed by others.

1.2 The Nile at Jinja — Global Significance, Local Reality

The Victoria Nile at Jinja is one of the most globally significant geographic features in East
Africa. John Hanning Speke's identification of this location as the Source of the Nile in 1862
connected Busoga to a centuries-old European geographic question. But the Basoga had lived
here for generations before Speke arrived. The Nalubaale Power Station (1954) and Isimba
Hydropower Dam (2019) continue the pattern of hydraulic development on the Nile within
Busoga.

1.3 The Eleven Districts

District Population (2023 | Key Economic / Historical Features
est.)

Jinja City ~400,000 Uganda's 2nd city (2020); Nalubaale Power Station;
adventure tourism; Kakira Sugar

Iganga ~700,000 Agricultural heartland; major commercial hub
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Kamuli ~650,000 Sugarcane; Isimba Dam; historical Bugabula territory
Bugiri ~550,000 Lake Victoria border; commercial fishing

Mayuge ~500,000 Lake Victoria; Buvuma Islands; Nile perch fishing
Namutumba ~350,000 Subsistence agriculture; growing commercial sector
Luuka ~350,000 Historical Luuka Kingdom; Igenge Palace vicinity
Buyende ~380,000 Lake Kyoga; fishing; historical Bugabula

Kaliro ~330,000 Historical Bulamogi principality

Buikwe ~350,000 Kampala-Jinja industrial corridor

Njeru ~200,000 New city; Nile bridge approach; residential growth

1.4 Colonial Boundary Changes

Y.K. Lubogo writes with indignation about colonial boundary changes that reduced Busoga's
original extent: transfers of Lake Victoria islands to Buganda (c.1900-1906), parts of Budama
and Palisa to Bugwere District, and Samia counties to Budama District (1918) — all without
consultation with affected communities.

1.5 The Lusoga Language

Lusoga (Guthrie Zone JE.15) is spoken by approximately 4-5 million people, with 65-70%
lexical overlap with Luganda. The NCDC 2018/2020 mother-tongue policy and Makerere
University's 2024-2025 introduction of Lusoga as an academic subject represent significant
institutional responses to language erosion pressures.

KEY TERMS

Interlacustrine: "Between the lakes" — the cultural zone around the Great Lakes of
East Africa

Nalubaale: The Lusoga name for Lake Victoria, meaning "Home of the Spirits"

Decentralised despotism (Mamdani 1996): Colonial system using local chiefs to
enforce colonial control

# EXAMINATION QUESTIONS

1. Describe the geographic boundaries of Busoga and explain how these influenced the
development of Basoga society. (10 marks)

2. Assess the impact of colonial boundary changes on Busoga's territorial integrity. (10
marks)

3. "The Basoga were always at home at the Source of the Nile — Speke only named
what they already knew." Discuss. (15 marks)
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CHAPTER 2: ORIGINS OF THE BASOGA — BANTU
MIGRATION AND FOUNDING MYTHOLOGY

SOURCE FRAMEWORK

Primary: Lubogo ¢.1938 Intro + Chs 44-47; Ehret (2002); Schoenbrun (1998); Cohen (1972);
Vansina (1985)

Theory: Pre-colonial origins; Migration history; Historical methodology; Oral tradition

$=2 LEARNING OUTCOMES — By the end of this chapter you will:
- Explain the Bantu migration and its significance for Busoga's origins
Critically evaluate Lubogo's account of Basoga origins
Describe the founding mythology of Busoga and its historical value
Apply Vansina's methodology for evaluating oral tradition as historical source

2.1 The Bantu Migration — Continental Context

The Basoga are a Bantu-speaking people, connecting them to one of the most significant
demographic movements in African history. Historical linguistics and archaeology have
reconstructed the Bantu expansion: proto-Bantu speakers dispersed from the Nigeria-
Cameroon borderland around 3000 BCE, carrying iron-working technology, Bantu languages,
and agricultural techniques across sub-Saharan Africa. The Great Lakes region was reached
from approximately 1000 BCE, with the Urewe archaeological tradition marking early Bantu
settlement (Schoenbrun, 1998).

2.2 Lubogo's Account — Critical Evaluation

Y.K. Lubogo states the Basoga came from "Abyssinia about 600 years ago." A critical historian
must evaluate this claim carefully. The "Abyssinian" direction is inconsistent with linguistic
evidence pointing to western and northwestern origins. Following Vansina's (1985)
methodology for interpreting oral tradition, Lubogo's directional claim is best understood as
encoding cultural memory of distant origin, not a literal geographic claim. The "600 years ago"
(placing founding traditions at c¢.1300-1400 CE) is consistent with what is known
archaeologically about the formation of the interlacustrine political landscape.

2.3 The Founding Mythology — Sons of Mukama

Busoga's founding mythology centres on MUKAMA — the paramount ruler of Bunyoro — who
sent his sons southward. Each son established an independent principality. Because all sons
were equal heirs, no single principality could legitimately claim supremacy. This founding
narrative explains Busoga's political fragmentation, legitimises the ruling clans (royal descent
from Mukama), and establishes a cultural connection to Bunyoro that shaped trade and alliance
for centuries.

2.4 Methodological Note — Oral Tradition as Historical Source

Lubogo's text is an extraordinary primary source: an insider account combining direct access to
traditional knowledge with systematic recording. Cohen (1972) identifies three criteria for
evaluating interlacustrine oral tradition: internal consistency, corroboration from independent
sources, and cultural plausibility. Lubogo's clan traditions generally satisfy all three criteria for
their broad structural claims, even where specific genealogical details cannot be independently
verified.

Suigeneris Publishing House | 7 | © Lubogo Family, 2025




THE HISTORY OF BUSOGA — ORDINARY LEVEL (UCE) EDITION

KEY HISTORICAL CONCEPTS
Primary source: Produced by participants or contemporaries of events described
(e.g., Lubogo's own text)
Secondary source: Produced by later scholars using primary sources (e.g., Cohen
1972)
Oral tradition (Vansina): Verbal testimony transmitted across generations —
evaluated by consistency, corroboration, and cultural plausibility

# EXAMINATION QUESTIONS
4. Explain the Bantu migration and its significance for understanding the origins of the
Basoga people. (10 marks)
5. Critically evaluate Lubogo's claim that the Basoga came from "Abyssinia about 600
years ago." What do other sources tell us? (15 marks)
6. Explain what oral tradition is and, using Busoga's founding mythology, assess its
value as a historical source. (15 marks)
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CHAPTER 3: THE PRE-COLONIAL CLAN AND
PRINCIPALITY SYSTEM

SOURCE FRAMEWORK

Primary: Lubogo ¢.1938, Chs 2-43 (clan histories); Cohen (1972); Southall (1956); Nayenga
(1976)

Theory: Social organisation; Political history; Pre-colonial institutions; Comparative analysis

$=2 LEARNING OUTCOMES — By the end of this chapter you will:
- Describe the structure and function of Busoga's clan system
Explain the dual clan system and exogamy rule
Analyse the structure of Busoga's principalities and why no single king emerged
Compare Busoga's political system with Buganda's

3.1 The Clan System — Architecture of Busoga's Social Order

The clan (ekika) is the foundational social institution of Busoga. Patrilineal, exogamous, and
totemic, the clan system accomplishes five major social functions: defining individual social
identity; regulating marriage (through the exogamy rule); organising inheritance and succession;
providing social support networks; and embedding the individual in a framework of spiritual
obligations. With over 50 documented clans, Busoga's system is one of the richest in East
Africa.

Y.K. Lubogo documents individual clan histories in Chapters 2—43 of his original text — more
than half the book. This extraordinary allocation of space reflects how central the clan system
was to his understanding of Busoga's identity.

3.2 The Totem System — Ecological and Social Technology

The totem (omuziro) system operates simultaneously as a social classificatory system, a
spiritual framework, and — as Colding and Folke (2001) have argued — a sophisticated
distributed wildlife conservation mechanism. With 50+ clans each protecting a different
species from hunting and consumption, the totem system established a culturally embedded,
self-enforcing system of biodiversity protection that predated formal conservation legislation
by centuries.

3.3 The Principality System — Southall's Segmentary State Model

Pre-colonial Busoga comprised approximately 15-20 independent principalities, each with a
hereditary ruling clan, defined territory, and independent governance structure. The absence of
a centralised paramount authority has been explained through Southall's (1956) "segmentary
state" model: authority is distributed across multiple structurally equivalent centres balanced
against each other. Power flows from genealogical legitimacy and personal capacity rather
than hierarchical position. The system is flexible and resilient but limited in capacity to organise
large-scale collective action.

Feature Busoga (Segmentary State) Buganda (Centralised Monarchy)

Political authority Distributed across 15-20 Concentrated in single Kabaka
principalities

Legitimacy basis Genealogical  equivalence  of Hereditary royal clan; king-maker
founding brothers council
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Military capacity Coalition-based; limited scale Centralised; larger armies possible
Land allocation Complex nested rights; ruling/non- Kabaka-allocated land
ruling clan
Resilience High — no single point of failure Lower — vulnerability if Kabaka
weak
Expansion capacity Low — no unified external action High — historical expansion of
Buganda

# EXAMINATION QUESTIONS

7. Describe the clan system of Busoga and explain its social, economic, and ecological
functions. (15 marks)

8. Using the concept of the "segmentary state," explain why Busoga did not develop a
centralised monarchy like Buganda. (15 marks)

9. How does the totem system of Busoga demonstrate the relationship between culture
and ecological knowledge? (10 marks)
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CHAPTER 4: GOVERNANCE, LAW, AND SOCIAL ORDER
IN PRE-COLONIAL BUSOGA

SOURCE FRAMEWORK
Primary: Lubogo ¢.1938, Chs 44-50: Mukama; Accession; Courts; Laws; War; Protocol
Theory: Pre-colonial governance; Customary law; Political theory; Institutional history

$Z LEARNING OUTCOMES — By the end of this chapter you will:

+ Describe the multi-dimensional role of the chief in pre-colonial Busoga
Explain the accession process and what it reveals about political values
Analyse the customary law system as documented by Lubogo
Compare pre-colonial and modern governance

4.1 The Chief — A Multi-Dimensional Authority

In pre-colonial Busoga, the chief (Mukama) exercised what political anthropologists call
"integrated authority” — simultaneously judicial, military, ritual, economic, and diplomatic. This
integration was not institutional underdevelopment; it reflected a social philosophy in which
these domains had not been institutionally separated. The chief's authority derived from a
single source — ancestral legitimacy — and manifested across all social domains.

Lubogo's Chapter 46 on the accession of chiefs provides one of the most detailed primary
source accounts of pre-colonial succession ritual in East Africa. The accession process
accomplished multiple political functions: public legitimation, neutralisation of rivals through
incorporation, and demonstration of the new chief's ceremonial capacity.

4.2 Customary Law — Lubogo's Legal Documentation

Lubogo's Chapters 48-50 document Busoga's customary legal system — governing theft,
property crime, murder (and blood compensation), adultery, land rights, and obligations
between ruling and non-ruling clan members. This constitutes a genuine legal order with
recognised principles, precedents, and procedures. Its contemporary relevance is shown in the
Supreme Court's adjudication of bride price cases (Mifumi Project v. Attorney General, 2007,
upheld 2015) and the Land Act (Cap. 227, 1998).

4.3 From Pre-Colonial to Contemporary Governance

Uganda's current governance system layers three distinct traditions: indigenous pre-colonial
structures (clan, chief, principality), the colonial administrative system (district, county, chief as
civil servant), and the post-independence constitutional democratic system (elected local
councils, Article 246 cultural institutions). The interaction produces the complex governance
landscape of contemporary Busoga.

# EXAMINATION QUESTIONS
10. Describe the multi-dimensional role of the chief in pre-colonial Busoga and explain
why this integrated authority was effective. (10 marks)
11.How did Y.K. Lubogo document customary law in Busoga, and what is the
contemporary relevance of this documentation? (10 marks)

12.Compare and contrast pre-colonial governance in Busoga with Uganda's current
constitutional system. (15 marks)
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SECTION B

THE COLONIAL PERIOD (S.2-S.3)

Establishment - Cotton - Resistance - Education - 1893—1945

CHAPTER 5: THE BRITISH PROTECTORATE —
ESTABLISHMENT AND TRANSFORMATION

SOURCE FRAMEWORK
Primary: Lubogo ¢.1938 Ch 53; Low (1971); Oliver (1952); Nayenga (1976); West (1972)
Theory: Colonial history; Imperialism; Political transformation; Land rights

$= LEARNING OUTCOMES — By the end of this chapter you will:
Explain how the British Protectorate was established in Busoga
Describe the Busoga Agreement of 1906 and its significance
Analyse the effects of the mailo land system on ordinary Basoga
Compare the Busoga Agreement with the Uganda Agreement of 1900

5.1 Establishment of the Protectorate (1893-1906)

The formal incorporation of Busoga into the Uganda Protectorate occurred in stages. The
Imperial British East Africa Company (IBEA) established its Busoga headquarters at Bukaleba in
1893. In 1894, when the British Crown assumed control from the IBEA, Busoga was formally
included. Unlike in Buganda — where the Uganda Agreement of 1900 was negotiated with the
Kabaka and his court — Busoga had no paramount ruler. The British therefore dealt with
individual chiefs ad hoc until the Busoga Agreement of 1906 created a formal framework: a
Lukiiko for Busoga and the principle of selecting a paramount chief from among senior Ssaza
chiefs.

5.2 The Busoga Agreement (1906) — Constitutional Significance

The Busoga Agreement followed the model of the Uganda Agreement of 1900, allocating land
through the mailo (square mile) system — granting private freehold land to senior chiefs in
exchange for political cooperation, while declaring remaining land "Crown Land." This had
profound lasting consequences: it created the Kyabazinga concept, established the legal basis
for post-independence district administration, and planted the seeds of the land conflicts that
Lubogo documented passionately in Chapter 53.

5.3 Administrative Restructuring

The British administrative system imposed a hierarchy with no precedent in Busoga's political
tradition. Chiefs were required to acknowledge a common superior authority. This restructuring
simultaneously created new institutions (the Kyabazinga, the formalised Lukiiko) and
undermined the pre-colonial principality system by subordinating hereditary chiefs to appointed
administrators. Mamdani's (1996) "decentralised despotism" — the colonial use of local
traditional authority as an arm of colonial control — applies directly to the Busoga case.
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# EXAMINATION QUESTIONS

13.Describe how the British Protectorate was established in Busoga between 1893 and
1906. (10 marks)

14.What was the Busoga Agreement of 1906? What were its main provisions and
effects? (15 marks)

15.Compare the Busoga Agreement of 1906 with the Uganda Agreement of 1900. What
were the similarities and differences? (15 marks)
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CHAPTER 6: COTTON, LAND, AND RESISTANCE — THE
POLITICAL ECONOMY OF COLONIAL BUSOGA

SOURCE FRAMEWORK
Primary: Lubogo ¢.1938 Ch 53; Wrigley (1959); Mamdani (1983); Nayenga (1976)

Theory: Economic history; Land rights; Political resistance; Colonial exploitation;
Nationalism

$=2 LEARNING OUTCOMES — By the end of this chapter you will:
- Explain how cotton transformed Busoga's economy
Analyse the land question as documented by Lubogo
Describe the Young Busoga Association and its significance
Evaluate the Bataka Movement as cultural resistance

6.1 The Cotton Revolution (1904-1930s)

Cotton was introduced to Busoga around 1904-1905 and rapidly became the dominant cash
crop. The colonial government enforced cotton cultivation through hut and poll taxes payable
only in cash — creating a structural compulsion to produce cotton or sell labour. Wrigley (1959)
documents how the cotton commodity chain systematically disadvantaged African growers:
cotton ginneries were owned by Asian entrepreneurs, export controlled by European
commercial firms, and African growers received the lowest margins. This structural
disadvantage generated economic resentment that fed directly into the political movements of
the 1920s and 1930s.

6.2 The Land Question — Lubogo's Most Passionate Chapter

Chapter 53 of Lubogo's text — "The Busoga Land Question" — is his longest and most politically
charged. It documents the devastating impact of the colonial land settlement: the creation of
the "tenant at will" category for farmers who had occupied their land for generations. Lubogo
quotes colonial administrators directly and documents specific cases of eviction and
dispossession, making Chapter 53 a primary source of major historical and legal significance.

6.3 The Young Busoga Association (1920) — The Beginnings of Civil Society

The YBA, formed in 1920, was the first organised civil society advocacy group in Busoga. It
focused on: land tenure security for customary landholders, fair pricing for African cotton
farmers, and increased participation of educated Africans in local governance. Its emergence
represents the beginning of what would develop into Uganda's independence movement.

6.4 The Bataka Movement (1936) — Cultural Resistance

The Bataka Movement of 1936 drew on the mythology and history that Lubogo himself was
documenting. The Bataka — clan heads holding customary authority over clan land — argued
that the colonial land settlement had illegally stripped them of ancestral rights predating British
arrival by centuries. Their argument explicitly grounded political resistance in cultural and
historical claims: this fusion of historical claim and political action anticipates post-colonial
land rights movements across Africa.

# EXAMINATION QUESTIONS
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16.Explain how the cotton economy transformed social and economic life in Busoga
between 1904 and 1930. (15 marks)

17.What was the "Land Question" as described by Lubogo? Why was it so important to
the Basoga people? (15 marks)

18.Compare and contrast the Young Busoga Association (1920) and the Bataka
Movement (1936) as forms of resistance to colonial rule. (15 marks)
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CHAPTER 7: CHRISTIANITY, EDUCATION, AND SOCIAL
CHANGE

SOURCE FRAMEWORK
Primary: Lubogo ¢.1938; Elias (1986); Mbiti (1969); Oliver (1952); UBOS (2023)
Theory: Social history; Religion; Education; Cultural change; Mission history

$Z LEARNING OUTCOMES — By the end of this chapter you will:
+ Describe the arrival and impact of Christian missions in Busoga
Analyse the social effects of mission education
Evaluate the impact of Christianity on traditional spiritual practices
Assess the contemporary religious landscape of Busoga

7.1 The Arrival of the Missions

The Church Missionary Society (CMS/Anglican) and the White Fathers (Roman Catholic) arrived
in Busoga from the 1890s — closely tied to British colonial expansion. The missions
established schools, hospitals, and printing presses. The territorial division between the two
missions — Anglican in the north, Catholic in the south — created a religious geography that
persists today and shapes communal identity and institutional affiliations.

7.2 Mission Education — A Dual Legacy

Mission education created the new social category of the "educated African" — a person who
could serve in clerical, teaching, medical, and administrative roles in the colonial system. Y.K.
Lubogo was a product of this education. The educated class occupied an ambivalent position:
advantaged by colonial opportunity yet deeply invested in the indigenous cultural identity that
colonial modernity was eroding. This ambivalence produced remarkable figures who used
colonial literacy to preserve pre-colonial knowledge.

7.3 Christianity and Traditional Practice — A Complex Interaction

Contemporary Busoga is nominally 85% Christian (Anglican 42%, Roman Catholic 38%,
Pentecostal/evangelical 5%), but most Basoga Christians continue to participate in clan
ceremonies (okwabya olumbe, kwanjula, Abalongo) that embed traditional spiritual practices
alongside Christian prayer (UBOS, 2023). This creative integration reflects sophisticated
religious pluralism, not confusion — demonstrating that "conversion" rarely means simple
replacement of one religious framework by another.

# EXAMINATION QUESTIONS

19.Describe the arrival and early impact of Christian missionary societies in Busoga. (10
marks)

20.What were the social effects of mission education on Busoga? Discuss both positive
and negative consequences. (15 marks)

21."Christianity replaced traditional religion in Busoga." Do you agree or disagree? Use
evidence to support your answer. (15 marks)
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CHAPTER 8: Y.K. LUBOGO — LIFE, WORK, AND
HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE

SOURCE FRAMEWORK

Primary: Lubogo ¢.1938/2020; Cohen (1972); Nayenga (1976); Isaac Christopher Lubogo,
Foreword (2025)

Theory: Historical methodology; Biography; African intellectual history; Primary sources

$=2 LEARNING OUTCOMES — By the end of this chapter you will:
- Describe Lubogo's life and historical context
Analyse the methodology and significance of his manuscript
Evaluate Lubogo's manuscript as a primary historical source
Understand the Lubogo family's continuation of his scholarly legacy

8.1 Biography — A Life at the Intersection of Worlds

Y.K. Lubogo was born approximately in 1869 — before the British arrived in Busoga. He grew up
as a member of Busoga's traditional political class while receiving mission school education.
His career as a senior chief and colonial administrator gave him access simultaneously to
traditional knowledge networks and colonial documentary resources. His lifetime
encompassed the complete arc of British colonial rule from first contact to Uganda's
independence, when he served as Jinja's first African Mayor (1961-1962).

8.2 The Manuscript — Process and Methodology

Lubogo composed his history over approximately 17 years (c.1921-1938), writing primarily in
Luganda. His methodology combined: systematic oral history interviews with elders across
Busoga; collection of clan genealogies and foundation traditions from multiple independent
sources; personal observation and memory; and consultation of available documentary
materials. The scope — covering geography, 50+ individual clan histories, principality histories,
governance, law, cultural practices, and the colonial period — is extraordinary for a single author
working without institutional support.

8.3 Critical Assessment as a Primary Source

Cohen's (1972) rigorous critical analysis concludes that the manuscript is a primary source of
the highest value, whose broad structural claims are reliable while specific genealogical details
require independent corroboration. Lubogo writes as an educated insider — a position that
gives him unique access but also potential limitations: his Christian faith and colonial position
may have influenced his presentation of pre-Christian spiritual practices.

8.4 The Lubogo Legacy — Three Generations

The continuation of Lubogo's scholarly project by his grandson Isaac Christopher Lubogo (2nd
Edition 2020; 3rd Edition 2025) and great-grandsons (this curriculum series) represents a
remarkable intergenerational intellectual succession — a family committed to ensuring that
Busoga's history remains documented, accessible, and alive for every generation.

& EXAMINATION QUESTIONS
22.Describe the life and career of Y.K. Lubogo and explain why he is important to the
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history of Busoga. (10 marks)

23.Critically evaluate Lubogo's History of Busoga as a primary historical source. What
are its strengths and limitations? (15 marks)

24.What methods did Lubogo use to research and write the History of Busoga? How do
these compare to modern historical research methods? (15 marks)
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SECTION C

INDEPENDENCE AND POST-COLONIAL HISTORY (S.3-S.4)

1962-2025 - Political Crisis - Restoration - Economy

CHAPTER 9: UGANDA'S INDEPENDENCE AND BUSOGA'S
POLITICAL JOURNEY (1962-1986)

SOURCE FRAMEWORK

Primary: Karugire (1980); Mutibwa (1992); Museveni (1997); Uganda Constitutions (1962,
1967)

Theory: Post-colonial history; Constitutional history; Political crisis; Kingdom abolition;
Economic collapse

$Z LEARNING OUTCOMES — By the end of this chapter you will:

- Describe Uganda's independence settlement and its implications for Busoga
Explain the 1966-1967 constitutional crisis and its effects on Busoga Kingdom
Analyse the economic impact of the Amin regime on Busoga
Trace the recovery under the second Obote period and lead-up to 1986

9.1 Independence (1962) — Promise and Complexity

Uganda achieved independence on 9 October 1962. The independence constitution created a
complex arrangement recognising Buganda's semi-federal status and various kingdoms'
constitutional positions. Busoga maintained its Kyabazinga institution but exercised its political
weight primarily through elected representatives in the National Assembly. Milton Obote's UPC
formed a coalition with Kabaka Yekka (KY) to win the independence elections. Y.K. Lubogo,
serving as Jinja's first African Mayor, witnessed this historic moment.

9.2 The 1966—-1967 Crisis — Kingdoms Abolished

Uganda's first constitutional crisis arrived in 1966. Prime Minister Obote suspended the
independence constitution and in May 1966 directed the Army (under Idi Amin) to attack the
Kabaka's palace. Kabaka Mutesa Il fled to exile. The republican constitution of 1967 abolished
all traditional kingdoms. The Kyabazinga lost formal constitutional status; the Busoga Lukiiko
was dissolved. For 26 years, Busoga Kingdom existed only in cultural memory, without any
formal institutional existence.

9.3 Idi Amin (1971-1979) — Economic Devastation

Idi Amin's seizure of power in January 1971 inaugurated eight years of extraordinary violence
and economic collapse. The 1972 expulsion of Uganda's Asian community removed the owners
of most of Jinja's industrial enterprises — the textile mills, cotton ginneries, and steel rolling mill
that had made Jinja sub-Saharan Africa's more significant industrial centres. The destruction of
Uganda's educated professional class had consequences for Busoga's development capacity
that persisted for decades.
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9.4 Second Obote and the Liberation War (1980-1986)

Disputed elections in December 1980 returned Obote to power. His second administration was
marked by Yoweri Museveni's NRA guerrilla war in the Luwero Triangle — a conflict that, while
centred northwest of Busoga, created widespread instability and disrupted trade routes.
Busoga entered 1986 as an economically depleted, institutionally fragile region.

# EXAMINATION QUESTIONS
25.Describe Uganda's independence settlement in 1962 and explain how it affected the
position of Busoga Kingdom. (10 marks)

26. Why were Uganda's traditional kingdoms abolished in 1966—1967? What were the
effects of this abolition on Busoga? (15 marks)

27.Assess the economic impact of Idi Amin's rule (1971-1979) on Busoga, with
particular reference to Jinja City. (15 marks)
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CHAPTER 10: THE NRM ERA AND THE RESTORATION OF
BUSOGA KINGDOM (1986-2025)

SOURCE FRAMEWORK

Primary: Uganda Constitution (1995); Busoga Kingdom Secretariat (2022); UBOS (2021,
2023)

Theory: Contemporary history; Constitutional law; Cultural restoration; Development;
Governance

§= LEARNING OUTCOMES — By the end of this chapter you will:
- Explain the NRM government's restoration of cultural institutions

Describe the constitutional framework for cultural institutions in Uganda's 1995
Constitution

Analyse the succession crisis of 2008—-2009 and its resolution
Assess Busoga Kingdom's contemporary role and achievements

10.1 The NRM and the 1995 Constitution

The National Resistance Movement government that took power in January 1986 began
rebuilding Uganda's institutions, economy, and social fabric. The most significant constitutional
decision affecting Busoga was Article 246 of the 1995 Constitution — providing for the
restoration of traditional rulers and cultural leaders while explicitly prohibiting their participation
in partisan politics. This balance allowed cultural legitimacy to coexist with democratic
governance.

10.2 The Restoration of Busoga Kingdom (1993)

Busoga Kingdom was formally restored in 1993. HENRY WAKO MULOKI was installed as
Kyabazinga, ending 26 years of institutional absence. His reign (1993-2008) was the most
intensive period of cultural reconstruction: re-establishing the Igenge Palace as cultural
headquarters, reconstituting the Lukiiko, reviving ceremonies, and working to rebuild Busoga's
cultural identity.

10.3 The 2008—-2009 Succession Crisis

The death of Kyabazinga Muloki in 2008 precipitated a serious institutional crisis. The
succession process became deeply contested, involving legal challenges and community
protests. WILLIAM WILBERFORCE GABULA NADIOPE IV was installed in November 2009, with
President Museveni in attendance. The current Kyabazinga has been active in cultural
preservation, development advocacy, and international cultural diplomacy.

10.4 Development Indicators and Challenges

Despite natural resource wealth, Busoga consistently records above-average poverty rates:
approximately 24% poverty in the Eastern Region versus 21.4% nationally (UBOS, 2021).
HIV/AIDS has historically been particularly severe in some districts — though antiretroviral
therapy scale-up has significantly reduced incidence. Education access has expanded under
UPE (1997) and USE (2007), but quality gaps remain significant.

# EXAMINATION QUESTIONS
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28.Explain what Article 246 of the 1995 Uganda Constitution says about traditional
rulers and assess whether it provides an appropriate framework for cultural
institutions. (15 marks)

29.Describe the restoration of Busoga Kingdom in 1993 and assess its significance for
Busoga's cultural identity. (10 marks)

30.What are the main development challenges facing Busoga today? What opportunities
exist for improvement? (15 marks)
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CHAPTER 11: BUSOGA'S ECONOMY — COLONIAL
LEGACY, CRISIS, AND RECOVERY

SOURCE FRAMEWORK

Primary: Wrigley (1959); Mamdani (1983); UBOS (2021); UIA (2022); Uganda Tourism Board
(2023); Kakira Sugar Works (2022)

Theory: Economic history; Agricultural history; Industrialisation; Tourism; Contemporary
development

§= LEARNING OUTCOMES — By the end of this chapter you will:

- Trace the economic history of Busoga from the colonial period to 2025
Analyse the impact of Amin's policies on Jinja's industrial economy
Describe Busoga's major contemporary economic sectors
Evaluate Jinja's repositioning as the Adventure Capital of East Africa

11.1 From Subsistence to Cash Economy — The Colonial Transformation

The introduction of cotton (c.1904-1905) and the tax system fundamentally transformed
Busoga's economy into a cash economy integrated into the colonial export market. The
infrastructure built to serve the cotton economy — roads, the Jinja railhead, the Owen Falls Dam
— created the foundation for Jinja's subsequent industrialisation. By the 1960s, Jinja was
Uganda's leading industrial city, with the Kakira Sugar Works (Madhvani family, est. 1930) as a
centrepiece.

11.2 Collapse and Recovery (1972-2000s)

Amin's 1972 expulsion of Uganda's Asian community removed most industrial enterprise
owners. Recovery was slow: the 1980s were dominated by the liberation war; sustained
economic rehabilitation began under the NRM's structural adjustment programme. The
Madhvani Group regained Kakira Sugar Works and expanded it to produce approximately
175,000 tonnes of sugar annually (Kakira Sugar Works, 2022).

11.3 Contemporary Economy — Diversification and Tourism

Jinja's repositioning as the "Adventure Capital of East Africa" — capitalising on white-water
rafting, bungee jumping, kayaking, and cultural tourism at the Source of the Nile — represents
significant economic diversification. Pre-COVID visitor numbers reached approximately 280,000
internationally annually (Uganda Tourism Board, 2019). The Jinja Industrial and Business Park
(established 2018) has attracted new manufacturing investment. However, poverty rates above
the national average reflect persistent structural challenges.

# EXAMINATION QUESTIONS

31.Trace the economic history of Jinja from the colonial period to the present day. (15
marks)

32.Assess the impact of Idi Amin's expulsion of the Asian community in 1972 on
Busoga's economy. (10 marks)

33.How has Jinja repositioned itself economically in the 21st century? What are the
opportunities and challenges of tourism as an economic strategy? (15 marks)
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SECTIOND

CULTURE, LANGUAGE, AND IDENTITY (S.4)

Cultural World - Lusoga - Contemporary Busoga

CHAPTER 12: THE CULTURAL WORLD OF THE BASOGA

SOURCE FRAMEWORK
Primary: Lubogo ¢.1938, Chs 51-72; Kisubi (1990); Nabirye (2009); UNESCO (2008)

Theory: Cultural history; Social anthropology; Marriage law; Funerary practice; Performing
arts; Heritage

$= LEARNING OUTCOMES — By the end of this chapter you will:
- Describe the major elements of Basoga cultural practice
Analyse the kwanjula ceremony and its constitutional significance (Mifumi case)
Describe the twin ceremony (Abalongo) and funerary practices (okwabya olumbe)
Evaluate the contemporary vitality and challenges of Basoga cultural traditions

12.1 Marriage — Alliance, Ceremony, and Law

In Busoga, marriage is primarily a social and political alliance between two clans before it is a
personal relationship between two individuals. The kwanjula ceremony, involving formal family
delegations, bride price (omutwalo) negotiations, and public presentation, carries more social
weight for most Basoga than any civil or religious ceremony. The omutwalo is not a
commercial transaction but a social transfer of value establishing the terms of the inter-clan
alliance.

The Constitutional Court's ruling in Mifumi Project v. Attorney General (2007) — upheld by the
Supreme Court in 2015 — struck down the practice of conditioning divorce on bride price refund
as unconstitutional (violating gender equality and dignity provisions), while preserving the
institution itself. This is an important case study in the adjudication of plural legal systems in
post-colonial Africa.

12.2 Twin Ceremonies and Funerary Practice

The Abalongo (twin) ceremonies and the okwabya olumbe (heir installation after death) are
arguably the most socially vital traditional ceremonies in contemporary Busoga — actively
maintained even by highly educated, urbanised, and Christian Basoga. This persistence reflects
not cultural conservatism but rational social calculation: these ceremonies serve genuine social
functions (succession resolution, community bonding, inter-clan alliance maintenance) that no
alternative institution adequately replaces.

12.3 Performing Arts — UNESCO Heritage

Busoga's performing arts tradition — centred on the Tamenhaibunga dance,
amadinda/endingidi music, and oral literature — represents intangible cultural heritage of
significant regional and international importance. UNESCO's 2008 designation of "Barkcloth
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Making in Uganda" as an Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity acknowledged the global
significance of a tradition centred in the interlacustrine region.

# EXAMINATION QUESTIONS

34.Describe the kwanjula (traditional marriage) ceremony of Busoga and analyse its
social functions. (10 marks)

35.Using the Mifumi case (2007), discuss how Ugandan courts have balanced
customary marriage law with constitutional rights. (15 marks)

36.Why do ceremonies such as kwanjula and okwabya olumbe remain vibrant in
contemporary Busoga despite modernisation and Christianisation? (15 marks)
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CHAPTER 13: THE LUSOGA LANGUAGE — HISTORY,
CRISIS, AND RENAISSANCE

SOURCE FRAMEWORK

Primary: Nabirye (2009); NCDC (2020); Makerere University (2024); Tembe (2006); Crystal
(2000); Fishman (1991)

Theory: Sociolinguistics; Language policy; Education; Cultural identity; Heritage preservation

$=2 LEARNING OUTCOMES — By the end of this chapter you will:
- Describe the linguistic characteristics of Lusoga
Analyse the historical pressures on Lusoga from Luganda and English
Evaluate the significance of the NCDC 2018/2020 mother-tongue policy

Assess the historic significance of Makerere University's 2024-2025 Lusoga
programme

13.1 Linguistic Profile of Lusoga

Lusoga (ISO 639-3; Guthrie Zone JE.15) is a Bantu language spoken by approximately 4-5
million people in the Busoga sub-region. It is a tonal language with approximately 15 noun
classes, a complex verbal morphology, and a lexical inventory estimated at 65-70% cognate
with Luganda — reflecting both common Bantu ancestry and centuries of intense contact.

13.2 Historical Pressures — A Century of Attrition

Lusoga's subordinate position reflects a century of policy choices. The British colonial
administration used Luganda across the Protectorate, including in Busoga; mission schools
taught literacy in Luganda rather than Lusoga; and post-independence curricula continued this
pattern. Urbanisation has accelerated the shift: significant numbers of young urban Basoga
report greater fluency in Luganda than in Lusoga. Crystal's (2000) analysis of language death
mechanisms applies directly: institutional absence from education and official domains is the
primary driver of language decline.

13.3 The Renaissance — Institutional Interventions

Three developments represent significant positive turning points: (1) NCDC PRIMARY
SCHOOLS (2018/2020): Lusoga is now the medium of instruction for P.1-P.3 in Busoga region
schools. (2) MAKERERE UNIVERSITY (2024-2025): Introduction of Lusoga as a degree-level
academic subject — the most significant institutional recognition of Lusoga as a language of
knowledge production in East African history. Fishman's (1991) theory identifies university-level
instruction as a critical threshold for minority language revival. (3) MEDIA AND DIGITAL
PRESENCE: Multiple radio stations broadcast in Lusoga; social media groups in Lusoga are
growing.

# EXAMINATION QUESTIONS

37.Describe the main pressures on the Lusoga language over the past century. (10
marks)

38.What is the significance of Makerere University introducing Lusoga as a degree-level
subject in 2024-2025? (10 marks)

39.Assess the measures being taken to preserve Lusoga. Are they sufficient to reverse
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the decline? (15 marks)
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CHAPTER 14: BUSOGA IN UGANDA AND THE WORLD —
CONTEMPORARY PERSPECTIVES

SOURCE FRAMEWORK

Primary: UBOS (2023); Uganda Tourism Board (2023); Bank of Uganda (2023); Busoga
Kingdom Secretariat (2022)

Theory: Contemporary history; Globalisation; Development; Diaspora; Cultural diplomacy;
Citizenship

§= LEARNING OUTCOMES — By the end of this chapter you will:

- Describe Busoga's position in contemporary Uganda and East Africa
Analyse the significance of Jinja's gazettement as Uganda's second city
Describe the Busoga diaspora and its contributions
Evaluate Busoga's development prospects and challenges

14.1 Jinja City — Uganda's Second City (2020)

Jinja's gazettement as Uganda's second city in 2020 recognised its historical significance and
economic importance. The city governance structure — Jinja City Council with elected Mayor
and council — represents the latest iteration of self-governance history going back to Y.K.
Lubogo's mayoralty in 1961-1962. Contemporary Jinja balances its industrial legacy, tourism
role, regional commercial position, and function as cultural heart of Busoga.

14.2 The Busoga Diaspora

The Busoga diaspora — concentrated in UK, USA, Canada, Scandinavia, Kenya, and elsewhere —
contributes significantly through remittances (Uganda's total remittance inflows were
approximately $1.4 billion in 2022, Bank of Uganda), educational support, business investment,
and cultural advocacy. Diaspora cultural associations maintain Lusoga language programmes,
organise cultural events, and advocate for Busoga's interests internationally.

14.3 Busoga and the SDGs — Development in Global Context

Busoga's development challenges map onto multiple Sustainable Development Goals: SDG 1
(No Poverty) — above-average poverty rates; SDG 3 (Good Health) — HIV/AIDS burden; SDG 4
(Quality Education) — quality gaps despite high enrolment; SDG 5 (Gender Equality) —
disparities at secondary level; SDG 11 (Sustainable Cities) — Jinja City development; SDG 15
(Life on Land) — Lake Victoria and Nile ecology. Understanding Busoga's history is essential
context for effective development policy.

# EXAMINATION QUESTIONS

40.Describe the significance of Jinja's gazettement as Uganda's second city in 2020.
What opportunities does city status create for Busoga? (10 marks)

41.Describe the Busoga diaspora and assess its contributions to Busoga's development.
(10 marks)

42.Using specific examples, discuss how an understanding of Busoga's history is
essential for addressing its contemporary development challenges. (15 marks)
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EXAM PREPARATION GUIDE — UCE HISTORY

Essay Writing for History

UCE History essays require: an introduction defining key terms and stating your argument; body
paragraphs each making one main point with evidence; a conclusion summarising your
argument.

Essay Framework — PEEL
+  POINT: State the main argument of the paragraph
EVIDENCE: Cite a specific historical fact, event, or source
EXPLANATION: Explain how the evidence supports the point
LINK: Connect to the essay question and transition to the next point

Key UCE Essay Questions for Revision

43.To what extent was pre-colonial Busoga a unified political entity? (5.1-S.2)

44.How did the British colonial period transform Busoga's economy and social structure?
(8.2-S.3)

45. Assess the significance of Lubogo's History of Busoga as a historical source. (S.2-S.3)

46. Why were Uganda's traditional kingdoms abolished in 1966—-1967, and what were the
consequences for Busoga? (S.3-S.4)

47.Evaluate the measures taken to restore and strengthen Busoga's cultural identity since
1993. (S.3-S.4)

48.To v;lhat extent is the Lusoga language under threat, and what is being done to preserve it?
(S.4

49."The history of Busoga is a history of resilience." Discuss with reference to specific
historical evidence. (S.4)
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APPENDIX: KEY TERMS GLOSSARY

Bataka Clan heads holding customary authority over clan land; leaders of the 1936
Bataka Movement

Busoga  Agreement Colonial treaty creating the Lukiiko for Busoga and establishing the
(1906) Kyabazinga institution

Decentralised Colonial system using local traditional authority as an arm of colonial control

despotism (Mamdani)

Ekika (Ebika) Clan (Clans) — the fundamental social institution, defined by patrilineal
descent, exogamy, and totem

Exogamy Rule requiring clan members to marry outside their own clan

Igenge Palace Official residence and headquarters of the Kyabazinga in Jinja

Kwanijula Traditional marriage introduction ceremony — most socially significant
marriage event for most Basoga

Kyabazinga Cultural paramount ruler of all Busoga; title created 1906; restored 1993

Lukiiko Council of senior chiefs advising the Kyabazinga

Mailo land Colonial land tenure granting private freehold to senior chiefs; established by
the Busoga Agreement (1906)

Mifumi case (2007) Constitutional Court ruling striking down bride price refund as divorce
precondition

NRM/NRA National Resistance Movement/Army — Museveni's movement; took power
1986, restored kingdoms 1993

Okwabya olumbe Heir installation ceremony — culminating funerary ceremony transferring roles
and property after death

Oral tradition Verbal testimony transmitted across generations; primary historical source

(Vansina) requiring critical evaluation

Principality Independent territorial unit ruled by a hereditary clan chief; basic political unit
of pre-colonial Busoga

Segmentary state Political system with distributed, structurally equivalent authority centres

(Southall) rather than central hierarchy

YBA (Young Busoga Founded 1920; first organised civil society advocacy group in Busoga; focused
Association) on land rights and representation

*Fine Pencils in God's Hands"

SUIGENERIS PUBLISHING HOUSE — KAMPALA, UGANDA — 2025

Suigeneris Publishing House | 30 | © Lubogo Family, 2025



THE HISTORY OF BUSOGA — ORDINARY LEVEL (UCE) EDITION

HISTORY OF BUSOGA

BLISHING HOUSE

ORDINARY LEVEL (UCE) EDITION (S.1-S.4)

ABOUT THIS BOOK

This Ordinary Level Edition is the definitive UCE curriculum history book for Busoga — drawn
entirely from the scholarly Third Edition (2025) and aligned to the Uganda NCDC UCE History
Syllabus for Senior 1 to Senior 4.

Organised into four sections covering Foundations, the Colonial Period, Independence and
Post-Colonial History, and Culture and Identity, the book takes students from Busoga's pre-
colonial origins through to contemporary development challenges.

Each of the 14 chapters includes Learning Outcomes, Source Framework boxes, rigorous main
text, Key Terms boxes, and UCE-style examination questions. An Exam Preparation Guide with
the PEEL essay framework prepares students fully for the UCE.

ENDORSEMENTS

"Unmatched in detail and depth — the finest UCE resource for Busoga." — Heritage Chronicle
"A definitive work — essential for every UCE student.” — The Times of Uganda
"Finally, a history book that takes our students seriously.”" — Uganda History Teachers' Association

CURRICULUM ALIGNMENT

¢ Uganda NCDC UCE History Syllabus — Senior 1 to Senior 4

¢ UCE Theme Areas: Pre-Colonial | Colonial | Post-Independence | Cultural Studies
& Source Analysis Skills | UCE Essay Writing Framework (PEEL)

¢ Exam Preparation Guide | Key Terms Glossary | Full Timeline

ABOUT THE ORIGINAL AUTHOR
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Y.K. LUBOGO ESQ., C.B.E. (c.1869 — after 1962) was a senior chief, colonial administrator, and the
greatest historian Busoga has ever produced. He spent 17 years (c.1921-1938) travelling Busoga,
interviewing elders and recording clan traditions in Luganda. The first English translation was

published in 1959. In 1961 he became the First African Mayor of Jinja — one year before Uganda's
independence.
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